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Shine Together ☆★☆ 
Issue 76 – THE MRS TAYLOR SPECIAL 

Our School Motto: Work Together, Aim High, Shine Bright 

Attendance this week: 95.25% ☹ 

 17th July ‘26 

Mrs Taylor’s Retirement – A Letter from Mrs Fish 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

This week, we celebrated Mrs Taylor’s remarkable teaching career and all 

that she has contributed to our school community. 

On Wednesday, dressed in our England kits, we were entertained by 

Ricky and Steve, who encouraged us to use our imagination through 

singing, playing instruments and dancing. The samba music was perfect 

for getting everyone moving, and we shared plenty of laughter together 

– especially at Mrs Herbert’s expense (see photo below)! 

On Thursday, dressed in our summer party clothes, we held a special 

celebration assembly. Each class performed for Mrs Taylor through song, 

dance, poetry and drama, showcasing the wonderful talents we have 

within our school. Staff also compiled a collection of photographs and a 

humorous video, which was played at the end of the assembly. 

Our kitchen team provided a delicious summer buffet lunch and, as a 

special treat, Lucini’s ice cream van (Mrs Taylor’s favourite) arrived at 

school to serve dessert. Year 6 pupils were excellent hosts, welcoming 

our visitors with Nosecco and cake. Mr and Mrs Wright provided live 

music on the piano and violin, while Olivia and Isabelle joined them for a 

beautiful rendition of Scarborough Fair. 

Following the refreshments, a toast was raised to Mrs Taylor and three 

hearty cheers rang out across the school grounds. Mrs Fish presented 

Mrs Taylor with a £700 holiday voucher, a framed whole-school 

photograph and a Your Bridekirk Life photo book. The children listened 

beautifully to the speech, which you can read below.  

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY 
 
Wed 2nd Sept - BACK TO SCHOOL! 

 

 

Here’s our Nourish Stall from the 
school fayre. We know you were all 
busy with the games and tombolas, 
but hopefully you saw our Nourish 
stall at the summer fayre with our 
healthy eating recipes and ideas. We 
will continue with the Nourish 
programme in September with some 
family cooking as well as staff 
training. 

The celebrations continued with each class choosing music to sing and 

dance to, creating a wonderful mini disco on the grass. Thank you to Ian 

Hope for providing the PA system, and to Dinah and Gabriella for being 

our fantastic comperes. 

 

Thank you so much for your generous contributions. Mrs Taylor has 

promised to send us photographs from her special holiday, and we will 
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be delighted to share them with you. 

Mrs Taylor will be greatly missed by us all. However, we know she will always remain part of the Bridekirk family and 

will no doubt return to visit us—and perhaps even do a little supply teaching if we ask nicely! 

Three cheers and a huge thank you to a truly special teacher, colleague and friend. 

Mrs Fish 

 

A Letter to you all from Mrs Taylor 

As I retire from Bridekirk Dovenby School after 24 wonderful years, and from teaching after 42 incredible years, I 
find myself reflecting on a career bursting with memories that will last a lifetime. 

I have loved teaching every single child  that has sat in my classroom. There have been countless laughs, endless 
adventures and so many special moments along the way. 

When I began teaching, there was just a blackboard, a pack of white chalk, and not a computer in sight - never 
mind the Internet! I was in a reception class and there was one construction set along with  a few jigsaws with 
missing pieces! I was even told that teachers had to wear skirts because trousers weren't allowed. Fast forward 
to today, and I find myself managing an inbox overflowing with emails and discovering more exciting lesson 
ideas than ever before. Racing to school in the morning to use the photocopier and enough felt tipped pens to 
all colour in at the same time!  

Despite all the changes in technology and education, the most important ingredient of teaching has never 
changed. It has always been about creating a safe and happy learning environment where everyone feels valued 
and part of a huge jigsaw. Add lessons that are fun, varied and filled with humour, and learning is at its very 
best. 

One of the greatest privileges of teaching has been getting to know the individual talents and personalities that 
every child brings into the classroom. Those children create the magic, and before you know it, the days just fly 
by. 

The last 42 years have passed in the blink of an eye. It is only when I realise that the children from my very first 
class at Distington Infant School turn 50 next year, that I truly appreciate how quickly the years have gone! 

As this chapter comes to an end, I would simply like to say a huge thank you to every child I have ever taught. 
Thank you for enriching my life, making me laugh, teaching me as much as I taught you and allowing me to play 
a small part in your formative years.  

Thank you also to all the children, parents, colleagues and friends who have sent messages and kind words. Your 
generous donations for the holiday voucher, gifts and flowers has been overwhelming. If I am honest, I have not 
really stopped to think about what this week might bring, as I have never been one for fuss - unless it involves 
teaching and learning.  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

I leave with a heart full of gratitude, wonderful memories, and immense pride in having spent 42 years doing a 
job that I have truly loved. 

Thank you all.  

Mrs Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Latest News  

Team Points – The results are in for Sports Day and 
the End of Year totals. Congratulations to the yellow 
team and thank you all for taking part. 

Sports Day End of Year 

Yellow 191 Yellow 812 

Blue 181 Blue 800 

Red 163 Red 719 

Green 141 Green 716 

 
Carnival Afternoon – As a thank you to all the 
children, Mrs Taylor booked a children’s entertainer 
for the children to enjoy on Wednesday afternoon. 
The theme was ‘Mrs Taylor’s Carnival’ and what a 
party it was! Everyone was dancing, singing, playing 
instruments, waving ribbons and even the staff were 
involved. Here’s Mrs Herbert entertaining the 
children as ‘Lola’ from the Barry Manilow song. 

  

 

 
 Uniform Suppliers – If you need any uniform for 

September, you can order from BE Uniforms until the 
2nd of August.  

We also have a new supplier 
www.threefellsembroidery.com 

- The full Bridekirk school uniform range is now also 
available to order at www.threefellsembroidery.com. 

- Parents can choose either collection or delivery at 
checkout. 

- To help ensure uniforms are ready for the start of the 
September term, we recommend placing orders by 
20th August 2026. While we'll always do our best, 
orders placed after this date may not be ready before 
the new school year begins. 

- If parents have any questions, they can contact me at 
threefellsembroidery@outlook.com, submit an enquiry 
through the website, or find Three Fells Embroidery on 
social media. 

NEW GOVERNORS WANTED! 

We are looking to recruit 2 new governors for our 
Governing Board at BDS. 

One is for a Parent Governor and the other is for a Co-
opted Governor (which means you don’t need to have 

a connection to the school already). 

Being a governor is a very rewarding position and 
doesn’t take up too much time! 

If you are interested, please contact our Clerk to the 
Governors    clerk@bridekirkdovenby.cumbria.sch.uk 

or contact the office on 01900 829889 

Letter from our Chair of Governors – Please see 
the letter on the next page from Silvana Hewitt, our Chair of 
Governors. 

 

   
 

Our Christian Vision: 

At Bridekirk Dovenby School, we nourish the uniqueness of our community. Rooted in love, a rich and diverse curriculum 
enables all to flourish and grow.  Confident and secure, our children reach out, ready to embrace the seasons of life in all its 

fullness. 

Psalm 1 “They are like trees, planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not 
wither. In all they do, they prosper.” 

 

FOBDS Corner – We hope you enjoyed the 

strawberries and cream at the Sports Day. With your 
continued support, we raised £144. Thank you 

      . If you would like to get involved, our next 

meeting will be in the first half term and the AGM 
in October. Have a lovely summer. 

http://www.threefellsembroidery.com/
http://www.threefellsembroidery.com/
mailto:threefellsembroidery@outlook.com
mailto:clerk@bridekirkdovenby.cumbria.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Free Morrisons Café Breakfast All Summer... 

With many families facing increased financial pressure over the summer holidays, we'd 
like to highlight a nationwide initiative that could provide immediate support in your 
local community.  We're delighted to let you know that throughout the summer 
holidays, families can access free Kellogg's breakfasts in all Morrisons Cafes everyday 
(press release attached and outlined below) - please share with all schools in your 
region.      

•  ‘Breakfast Clubs’ are back to help kids and grown-ups enjoy a 
free Kellogg’s breakfast during the summer holidays at all Morrisons 
Cafés nationwide 

•  Initiative aims to ease money worries during school holidays 

•  New research reveals that parents will begin to feel the financial ‘pinch’ 
around week three of the summer break 

Morrisons and Kellogg’s have announced the return of their school holiday 
‘Breakfast Clubs’, offering free meals to families across the UK to help ease the 
financial pressure over the summer holidays.  As schools close for the summer 
holidays, many parents face a financial pinch, with new research from Morrisons 
showing that more than half (54%) of parents feel the strain during the long summer 
period. In fact, “week three” of the school holidays is the critical tipping point where the 
financial impact is most acutely felt by households. 
Almost half (48%) of parents also confessed they have been forced to skip meals 
entirely just to make ends meet and ensure their child does not go without – with 
breakfast being the number one thing cut from the menu.  Families visiting their local 
Morrisons Café throughout the summer holidays can enjoy a free ‘Kellogg’s 
Breakfast’, which includes a bowl of cereal and a portion of fruit. The best part, 
it’s not just for kids, adults get to eat completely free too.  Both kids and adults 
can choose from much-loved favourites Corn Flakes or Rice Krispies, topped with their 
choice of dairy or non-dairy milk and a free apple or banana.  The summer holiday 
offer will be available from 29th June to 6th September across all Morrisons Cafes 
nationwide*.  The research also highlighted that alongside the financial strain, parents 
are also dealing with the repetitive demands of children at home during the holidays. 
Parents reported hearing the following phrases every day of the school holidays 
(between at least 1-5 times a day) – driving up the pressure to entertain, as well as 
keeping them fed: 
 
By reopening the ‘Breakfast Clubs’ across the school summer holidays, when term-
time clubs do not run, Morrisons and Kellogg’s are providing families with a welcoming 
space to enjoy a balanced breakfast together, helping to ease financial strain and 
rumbling tummies, while a trip to the local supermarket will help keep kids entertained. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Summertime Junior Tennis at Lorton Tennis Club 2026 
 

Hello!                  
 
Chris Lockyer LTA Tennis Coach here! 
I’m pleased to offer some Junior Tennis dates over the Summer Holidays of 90 minutes per age group. 
 
It’s mini-matches along with some fun tennis games. 
 
These will be on Wednesdays and Thursdays throughout the holiday period. 
It’s a weekly book-in so its very flexible with when you attend. 
 
The link takes you to the home page where you will see the dates and times for the first week: 
 
https://www.lockyertennis.co.uk 
 

See you on court!               
 
Best regards  
 
Chris Lockyer 

https://www.lockyertennis.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 


