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So far… All children are settling in 
well.

We can already see 
some new friendships 

being built and 
personalities coming out.

They are a lovely bunch 
and we can’t wait to 

work with them all this 
year!



Our Christian Vision

At Bridekirk Dovenby School. We nourish the 

uniqueness of our community.  Rooted in love, a 

rich and diverse curriculum enables all to flourish 

and grow.  Confident and secure, our children 

reach out, ready to embrace the seasons of life 

in all its fullness.

Psalm 1:  “They are like trees, planted by streams 

of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and 

their leaves do not wither.  In all they do, they 

prosper.



What are we learning?
• Our whole school Curriculum Drivers set out how 

we, as a school, aim to encourage children’s 
learning through the four areas of:

• These are posted every half term onto the 
Curriculum section of the school website.

• In EYFS we often work with a topic to guide our 
learning but can also follow the children’s interests 
to make their learning experiences the best they 
can be.  Our topics this year will be:

Autumn Term

This is me!

Spring Term

Out of this world

Summer Term

Seaside adventures



How do we learn?

Adult-led activities Learning through play

Continuous Provision and 
Rainbow challenges



Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage learn by playing and

exploring, but also though more focussed teaching.

• 7 areas of learning. 

3 Prime areas;

o Communication and Language;

o Physical development; and

o Personal, social and emotional development.

4 Specific areas:

o Literacy;

o Mathematics;

o Understanding the World; and

o Expressive arts and design.



During the Reception year, children are taught from a curriculum we have 

designed for our children at BDS, using the Development Matters 

Guidance.

• The children will be assessed 
against the revised Early Learning 
Goals at the end of their 
Reception year.

• We will share progress with you 
during our Spring Parents 
meetings and discuss any targets 
we may have.

• The end of year assessments are 
shared at the end of the Summer 
Term in a written report. 



Our new Early Years Curriculum at Bridekirk

• Over the last few years, we 
have been working on a 
bespoke curriculum for the 
early years children at 
Bridekirk Dovenby.

• We decided on 8 main 
pathways which linked to our 
whole school Curriculum 
drivers.

• We will be working towards 
these end goals over the next 
year and our journey will be 
charted on our display boards 
in the classroom.



Communication & Language and Literacy
How do we teach reading and writing?

• Read Write Inc is a systematic, structured phonics 
scheme which is validated by the DfE.

• Daily phonics sessions in appropriate groups.  Phonics 
homework.

• Daily Speed Sounds lessons

• Fred Talk and Fred Games

• Independent reading and reading at home.



Pre-Reading skills

• Your child is about to embark on the most important 
learning journey which needs to be structured and 
supported very carefully in order to maximise their 
potential.

• These skills have been developing long before your child 
started school but all children will be at various stages 
along the journey.





Reading for Pleasure
Once children can blend 
sounds into words 
independently they begin to 
bring home reading books.

Children bring home a 
‘Reading’ for Pleasure’ book 
which can be changed as 
often as they like.

Reading at home with your child 
and enjoying books together is 
vital to encourage a life long 
love of reading.  



Mathematics
How do we teach numbers, shapes and measures?

• Mental maths games and number rhymes.

• Smaller group activities and focussed 
teaching.

• Learning through practical                 
activities.

• Written work includes learning correct 
number formation.

• Independent activities. 

• Rainbow Challenges.



Rainbow Challenges
Classroom is split into Continuous 

Provision.  We call this C.O.O.L. time 

(Choosing Our Own Learning).

Discussions remind children how 

many can work in that area at one 

time.

Children are encouraged to try all 

areas throughout the week. 

Children have some freedom to 

select resources and decide what to 

do in each area.

Enhancements are added to further 

develop specific objectives.



Seesaw
• Providing learning opportunities 

both at home and at school.

• Used for sharing what is 

happening in school, and little 

activities to be completed at 

home.

• Great for parent interaction.

• Excellent form of communication 

between home and school.

Don’t forget to log in as a Family member to be able to view 

your child’s journal, comment and message me directly.



• Children follow the Golden Rules as displayed around school.  Class assembly also covers 

stories giving the children a chance to see each role in a context.

• School team points but each class has their own rewards system.  We have our ‘Star Jar’ with 

a class reward when it is full!

• We have a Behaviour Ladder which is used consistently throughout school.

• This year we are also working on “Wonderful walking’, ‘Terrific Transitions’ and ‘Marvellous 

Manners’.

Golden Rules



How can you help at home?
Check inside your pack for lots of useful information. 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch via Seesaw or call the office and we can 
answer any queries as soon as we can.

Read Write Inc

Parent information

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/bookshop/read-write-inc-phonics-reading-at-home/


Thank you

This presentation will be available on 
the school website on our class page.


